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“I am thrilled to be in the same category as Fantasia Gardens Miniature Golf Course at Walt Disney World Resort,” said Glenn Robinson, owner of Grand Country Square.

In 1918, James Barber, a wealthy shipping magnate had a mini golf course built on his property in Pinehurst, N.C.  The first public course was built in 1926 by Frieda and Garnet Carter.  “Tom Thumb Golf” was such a success that it was franchised and mini golf became a popular craze of the 20’s.  By the 30’s, almost 50,000 courses had sprung up all over, but the Great Depression put a stop to that and nearly all of the courses closed.

With the arrival of the Baby Boom generation, mini golf made its comeback.  It was great family entertainment for all ages, which is why it has stuck around.

While mini golf has been great family entertainment for many years, some have taken mini golf more seriously in the last couple of years.  Although not as popular in the US, in Europe it’s very competitive.  In fact, Germany has four thousand facilities and a tournament for each facility.  

Grand Country Square held the 2006 Grand Country Open on September 16th, 2006 at the Grand Country Mini Golf Course.  Branson local, Craig Martinosky took 3rd place.

Although Martinosky has been playing mini golf for over 30 years, this was his first tournament.  
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“I entered the tournament because I thought it would be fun, and it was.  I met a lot of nice people,” said Martinosky.  “Some of the competitors have played mini golf courses all over the country and have won several tournaments.”

The 2006 Grand Country Open was a huge success as registrations came in from all over the country.  Winners were determined by the lowest score after six rounds of eighteen holes.  The first place winner, Charlie Greenwalt from Brownsburg, IN, received a check for $1,000.  Astra Miglane Stanwyck from Mequon, Wisconsin took 2nd place.

Miglane-Stanwyck has participated in the Grand Country Open from the beginning and won the 2005 Grand Country Open. She has also won the ladies US Open for the last six years, won five of the last six ladies Masters and many more.  She is ranked as the #1 female mini golfer in the U.S. and one of the best putters in the world.  

“I have played courses all over the world, and this is a beautiful and challenging course, requiring lots of sensitive touch. It is so great to enjoy my favorite sport in a soul-soothing environment, while the weather outside is only great for ducks. Finishing tournament weekend with the concert at Grand Country Music Hall gives a perfect finishing touch to already great weekend.  Coming to Branson for me is like visiting my new extended family, as the people at Grand Country are wonderful and caring with a great sense of humor,” said Miglane-Stanwyck.

- MORE -
The Grand Country Square Indoor Mini Golf Course was completed in 1987.   Players can choose to play either 18 or 36 holes among rivers and waterfalls in a cool night setting on a level playing surface. For more information, contact Grand Country Square at 417-334-3919, visit GrandCountry.com or 10greats.usatoday.com.
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USA TODAY RANKS GRAND COUNTRY AS ONE OF THE TOP 10 MINI GOLF COURSES IN THE US. 








Branson, MO.  – In a USA Today article published on Friday, September 22, 2006, “Grand Country Indoor Mini Golf Course” was rated to be one of the top ten mini golf courses to play in the U.S.





Bob Detwiler, owner of the “Hawaiian Rumble” course in Myrtle Beach, NC, shared his top 10 putting spots with USA Today writer Kathy Baruffi.    Detwiler, a mini-golf mogul is the President of the U.S. ProMiniGolf Association and hosts the Masters National Championship each year in Myrtle Beach.


 


Other mini golf courses mentioned were “Pirates’ Pier Mini Golf” in Santa Monica, CA, “Deer Run Golf Center” in Woodstock, IL, “Mini-Golf America” in Williamsburg, VA, “Premiere Country Club” in Sedona, AZ, “Golf Gardens” in Avalon, CA, “Dolphin Mini Golf” in Boothbay, Maine, “Fantasia Gardens Miniature Golf” at Walt Disney World Resort in FL, “Par-King Skill Golf” in Lincolnshire, IL and “Bay View Golf Park” in Kaneohe, Hawaii.
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