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those hit records, Bill is the consummate entertainer," says Lee. "He's got a great rapport with his audience, but when you combine that with the fact that he has so many classic songs and still sings so great, people walk out of the theater feeling pretty satisfied."

 

For nearly 42 years, the Righteous Brothers thrilled audiences with the combination of Medley's rich baritone and Bobby Hatfield's soaring tenor voices. Between 1963 and 1974, the duo charted 21 hit singles, including six that made the top five.  Two of them, "(You're My) Soul and Inspiration" and "You've Lost That Lovin' Feelin'" went all the way to number one. The latter song has logged more than 8,000,000 plays by the performing rights organization BMI since 1964, making it the most-programmed title in the history of American radio. 


Medley has toured consistently since those early days, both with Hatfield and as a solo artist, averaging 60 to 80 concert dates per year. Special guests Paul Revere and the Raiders will kick off the show on opening night in Branson, and the two acts will be on the bill together at the Dick Clark American Bandstand Theater throughout the year.

 

Medley's concert set list is a testament to the timeless music he's recorded - a catalog that paved the way for The Righteous Brothers' 2003 induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Given that rich musical legacy, the lucky 900 who will see Medley's opening night show in March will be treated to a live musical experience that transcends mere nostalgia.

 

"The show covers the songs that people want to hear," states Lee. "You'll hear "Lovin' Feelin'," "Soul and Inspiration," a touching rendition of "Unchained Melody" and of course "(I've Had) The Time of My Life" from Dirty Dancing, but he has some of his own songs in there, including a song or two from Your Heart to Mine, the new blues CD Bill put out this past year."

 

The opening night audience will also hear a tribute to one of Medley's R&B idols. "Bill does an amazing tribute to Ray Charles which he's been doing for 40 years," says Lee. "If you ask Bill, he jokes that for part of his career he thought he was Ray Charles. He's idolized him forever, and the tribute takes on a different meaning now that Ray is gone."

 

Lee says the American Bandstand Theater concert will be the first time Bill Medley has played Branson since the Righteous Brothers performed at the Grand Palace Theater several years ago. The 2006 opening night performance will be a major event for Branson, and the artist's legendary showmanship is sure to be equal to the energy that will be crackling in and around the city that evening.

 

To learn more about the Dick Clark American Bandstand Theater, the Dick Clark American Bandstand Grill and The Patch Collection, call 1.877-LUV-1957. For more information about Bill Medley, log on to www.dickclarksabbranson.com or www.righteousbrothers.com. 
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Branson’s American Bandstand Theater to Have Righteous Opener





Branson, MO.   -  When Dick Clark's American Bandstand Theater opens on Highway 76 in Branson, Missouri this spring, concert goers will get a whole lot of "That Lovin' Feelin'" on the very first night. The new venue will officially raise its curtain on March 17th, 2006 with a headlining performance by The Righteous Brothers' Bill Medley with special guests Paul Revere and the Raiders.


 


The theater - part of a major entertainment complex that also boasts the Dick Clark American Bandstand Grill and a unique exhibition of 1950s automobiles and memorabilia known as The Patch Collection - is now under construction. The Dick Clark's American Bandstand Theater will showcase pop acts from the 50s, 60s and 70s, and Medley is slated to be the first headliner to test the brand new rafters with his dynamic brand of classic blue-eyed soul.


 


Billed as "The Righteous Brothers' Bill Medley," the artist's show is a perfect fit with the baby-boomer Branson audience.





Tim Lee, Medley's musical director, tour manager and piano player, worked with the Righteous Brothers for 15 years, and he's backed Medley on stage and off for even longer. "Even without all
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