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Jessica is using her singing talents – country to pop – 40’s & 50’s Big Band Music – and her performance skills in the new Branson production of The Branson Follies.  

The Branson Follies is a new show for the ageless, recalling the golden years of variety shows with golden age performers.  All the performers, including the men and women of the chorus, embrace the ages from 65 to 85.  Sixteen seasoned chorus members perform songs of the 30’s, 40’s, and 50’s.  These talented veterans have performed on Broadway, in nightclubs, danced in Las Vegas, and played all over the world.  Along with the popular songs are elaborate production numbers; the show emcee Paul Desmond, specialty act Moore’s Mongrels, and special guest stars.

Broadway’s veteran producer, Don Gregory, produces The Branson Follies.  In addition to his current Branson endeavors, Gregory is also producing a feature film of Harvey for Miramax this year as well as several additional Broadways productions.

Mr. Gregory is noted for his highly successful Broadway productions of Camelot with Richard Burton, My Fair Lady with Rex Harrison, Clarence Darrow starring Henry Fonda, and The Belle of Amherst, for which Julie Harris won a Tony Award.

He also produced Dore Schary’s FDR with Robert Vaughn, which became a major motion picture; and Paul Robeson starring James Earl Jones, which became an award-winning TV special after its Broadway run.

The Branson Follies currently shares the stage at The Follies Theatre with Ed Ames and Carol Lawrence; stars of The Great American Songbook…two hours of memorable people, events, and music that filled our lives and our hearts!






-MORE-

The Branson Follies begins Monday, September 12th, 2005 and runs this season through December 11th, 2005.  Additional guest stars this year at The Follies Theatre include Carol Channing (October 24th through November 6th) and The Four Aces (November 7th through December 11th).  Shows are at 2 and 8 PM at 464 State Highway 248.  Call 417 335 2000 for tickets and reservations today.
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LOCAL PERSONALITY STARS


IN NEW


FOLLIES PRODUCTION





Branson, MO.   – Jessica James has been on stage most of her life.  She signed a movie contract with MGM when she was just seven years old.  





She has toured with her own band throughout the US, England, and Europe – appeared on the Grand Old Opry - opened for all the country greats (George Jones, Alabama, Dottie West) - and released her first album in 1975.





It’s been a lifetime of “firsts” for Jessica.  she was the first female radio personality in major markets in Alabama, Florida, Tennessee, and Missouri.  Her handle became “The Lady Outlaw” as she was one of the first five women ever to be listed in the “Who’s Who” of Country Music Performers and Radio Personalities.





After performing on stage nationally with “The Golden Girls” and “The Great American Game Show”, she’s found a home in her current “home town” – Branson, MO.
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