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The World’s Largest Banjo

Now Home To Mr. Banjo

Grand Country Square, Branson, MO announced today that two-time Country Music Association’s Instrumentalist of the Year and World Premier Five-String Banjo Picker Buck Trent and his all star cast will take the stage at Grand Country Music Hall in 2005.  Master musician, humorist, and entertainer extraordinaire will continue his incredible show starting the last week in March and running through December.  The 9:30 AM show will be offered with a Grand Country Breakfast Buffet – or – Lunch Buffet – or – Papa Grand’s Pizza Buffet.

“We’re so excited and pleased to have Buck and Jean join our Grand Country family,” says Glenn Robinson, owner.  “His reputation with audiences for the last fourteen years in Branson brings a performance legend to our stage.”

From Spartanburg, South Carolina, Buck is still known as “the boy who’s made the banjo talk”.  Little did his Mama know, when she bought him a banjo (with money saved from her cotton mills check), that her boy would literally electrify the music world someday.

Over his long and award-winning performance history, Buck has been twice named the CMA Instrumentalist of the Year, and twice received the #1 Instrumentalist of the Year for the Music City Awards.  He was also nominated #1 Instrumentalist of the Year for Record World.  The Music City News Awards recognized him (along with Wendy Holcomb in the Bluegrass category) for Instrumental Group of the Year.  

At the urging of Porter Wagoner – a Nashville legend with whom he played from 1962 to 1974 – Buck tinkered to get new and different sounds out of the traditional instrument.  By designing a movable bridge that alters the pitch of the strings and adding electricity, Buck took the five string banjo out of its bluegrass only genre and opened it up to making all kinds of music!

By 1959, while playing with Jumpin’ Bill Carlisle on the Grand Ole Opry, Buck’s talent was recognized by Porter and he offered him a job on his new TV show (and by 1966, a young Dolly Parton joined them both).  It was actually Buck’s suggestion that Dolly try something up-tempo and ventured the Mule Skinner Blues, which become her first number one hit.  Buck won Record World Awards for his guitar playing on several of Dolly’s other hits, such as Jolene, and I Will Always Love You.  

In 1974, Roy Clark convinced Trent to become his “dueling banjo” on the road and appear with him on the mega-hit TV show, Hee-Haw.  For nine years, Buck, his banjo, and his “Talking Blues” were an integral part of the ensemble cast.  

Little did Buck know – when he appeared with Porter and Dolly at the Baldknobbers Theatre in 1973 – that he and his wife, Jean, would be living here one day…. and performing at Grand Country Square.

“Buck was excited about the opportunity the Grand Country Square could offer his admiring fans – shopping, dinning, lots to do – and, what better place for Mr. Banjo than the home of the world’s largest banjo,” states Mike Patrick, Director of Entertainment & Events, Grand Country Square.  “We’re thrilled that the “Buck” stopped here!”

“The Red, Hot, and Blue Show will continue performing at The Grand Country Music Hall on selected dates in 2005.  When they’re not with us, they’ll be touring the United States as Ambassadors for Branson and Grand Country Square.  It’s exciting that these very talented folks were able to work us into their performance schedule.”

The Grand Country Square located right in the heart of Branson on the 76 Strip is the home of:  Grand Country Inn, Grand Country Indoor Waterpark, Grand Country Buffet, Grand Country Music Hall, Grand Country Market, Grand Country Indoor Mini Golf, Papa Grands Pizza, Glenn’s Frozen Custard and the Worlds Largest Banjo.  For theatre schedules and hotel reservations, call toll free 800-828-9068 or visit the website at grandcountry.com

